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quarrel among themselves. Grieved at this development
Lord Siva took pity on them. By His grace, a voice boomed,
"O gods, the cause of your victory does not lie in your valour
or the efficacy of your weapons. It lies elsewhere. You
have become arrogant and are unnecessarily quarreling
among yourselves. To cognise the real cause and to
subjugate your pride you all must go to Sri Kalahasti and
perform penance meditating on Paramasiva. Then you will
be enlightened".
The Gods wondered at the divine voice and decided
to follow its injunction. So they all went to Sri Kalahasti,
took bath in the river Swarnamukhi, worshipped the
Vayulinga and established an ashram in a beautiful valley
five miles to the south of the Vayulinga. There they installed
a huge Sivalinga and performed penance for several years.
At last, Lord Siva appeared before them in the form of a
Yaksha; but they did not understand who he was. The gods
ignored him thinking that his presence would be,a
hindrance to their penance. So they asked him to go away.
The Yaksha reminded them the purpose of their tapas and
informed them that he had come there to guage the intensity
of their efforts. With the increase of their arrogance, their
knowledge had depleted. He offered to prove their lack of
ability if they approached him one by one. He stood at a
distance.
First and foremost, the Fire-God approached the
intruder. The spirit asked him who he was, and Agni
replied, "I am Agni, the ommiscient". "What power resides
in such as you?" asked the spirit. "Why, I can burn up
everything, What ever there is on earth" replied Agni. The
Yaksha cast a hay strand before him and asked him to burn
it. In spite of all his efforts, the Fire-God could not burn it.
He felt ashamed and returned to the camp. Then the Wind
God was asked to come forward and demonstrate his
valour. He could not move the strand even a little. Next it
was the turn of Brahma whose mighty Brahmastra had no